


1 Timothy 6:10 tells us that the love of money is the 
root of all evil; but I have lived long enough to know 
that the lack of money is his twin brother. With that in 
mind I have put together this Financial Series to 
inspire, inform, motivate and educate people to have 
growth and wellness in their financial life. 

Each volume addresses a unique subject and when 
they are received in concert, like the ingredients of a 
secret dish mixed and cooked to perfection this will 
produce a desired outcome that can be sustained 
throughout your life and even have impact for your 
loved ones beyond your existence. 

So I encourage you to read all four books and share 
them with your family and friends allowing them to 
furnish the content of meaningful conversation. 
Finally keep this series in your library to revisit from 
time to time as your financial position changes 
throughout the years so you can reassess, adjust 
and stay focused on living out your financial dreams.  
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Get Your Money Right 

3 John 1:2 Beloved, I wish above all things 
that thou mayst prosper and be in health, 
even as thy soul prospers. 

The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is by far the most important event in 
the  history  of  humanity.  What  was 
accomplished on the cross has the potential 
to bring eternal life to all those who believe 
and  receive  the  Lord  by  faith  into  their 
hearts.  Along  with  reconnecting  God  and 
humanity, the work of the cross gives man 
the  opportunity  to  be  restored  to  his 
original position of authority and dominion. 
When Jesus died and rose again He became 
God’s tool of restoration and with His blood 
He purchased our salvation. 

There are countless benefits that come with 
being  born  again.  First  of  all,  you  receive 
eternal  life;  according  to  John  11:26, 
whoever  believes  in  Christ  will  never  die, 
meaning  when  they  expire  on  earth,  they 
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transition into the presence of the Lord to 
be with Him throughout all eternity. Second, 
you  get  a  new  nature.  According  to  2 
Corinthians 5:17, if any man be in Christ he 
is  a  new  creature.  Old  things  are  passed 
away and all  things are  made new.  A few 
characteristics that you will experience with 
this new nature are: you will begin to desire 
righteousness, to deal justly with all men, to 
have peace in your heart, to be honest and 
to be liberal. Even kindness and an attitude 
of gratitude will begin to develop. 

I mentioned that the new birth will create in 
you  a  desire  to  be  righteous.  This  new 
found righteousness will  not only be right 
standing with God but you will also desire to 
have right standing with your family, friends 
and  business  associates.  The  desire  for 
righteousness  will  even  expand  to  your 
finances;  which  includes  your  credit,  bills 
and debt.  As  you walk  with  God,  you will 
come to a place where you will want to get 
your money right.

Let  me  define  the  term  “Get  Your  Money 
Right.” Throughout this book I will use this 
term  to  speak  to  you  of  making  enough 
money to meet your needs, managing your 
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money  properly,  making  money  legally, 
repairing  your  credit  and  building  your 
savings and investing accounts. Christ died 
not only to get you right with God and your 
fellow man, but also to help you get your 
money right.  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Chapter 1 

God’s Original Intent for Man

In Genesis 1: 26-31, we find God’s threefold 
purpose for creating man:

1.Man was created to be His image in the 
earth.  Man  was  created  to  be  God’s 
representative  and  ambassador  on  the 
planet.  He created us after  His  likeness, 
with His character and His attributes. Just 
as  the  stamped  image  on  coins  reveal 
their value, God’s image on man reveals 
that we are His sons. This is seen through 
our  will,  creativity  and  articulation  of 
thought.

2.Man was created to have dominion. When 
God created man, He gave him complete 
authority over the fish of the sea, the fowl 
of  the  air,  the  creeping  things  and 
everything  that  moved  upon  the  planet. 
Man  was  given  the  responsibility  of 
naming the  animals,  and  I  like  how the 
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scriptures  say,  whatever  Adam called  it, 
that  was  it’s  name  (Genesis  2:19).  The 
Lord  also  planted  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
where  Adam’s  food  would  grow.  This 
garden had rivers that refreshed him and 
led to gold and other precious stones. He 
was given the responsibility to dress and 
keep  the  garden.  This  confirmed  that 
Adam was put in the position of authority 
to rule, reign, direct and govern. He was 
created to have dominion on the earth. 

3.Man  was  created  to  be  fruitful  and 
multiply. The term fruitful speaks to us of 
being  productive,  prosperous  and 
flourishing. God did not create man to be 
poor or to lack any necessity of life; rather 
to  have  abundance  and  fulfillment.  The 
term  multiply  points  directly  to  man’s 
offspring.  Children  were  viewed  as  the 
blessing of prosperity, the more you had 
the  more  blessed  you  were.  Psalm 
127:3-5  tells  us  that  children  are  a 
heritage of the Lord and the fruit of the 
womb is His reward. They are like arrows 
in the hand of a mighty man and you are 
happy if you have your quiver full of them 
because they will ward off your enemies. 
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Man was created to be successful and grow; 
and he was put in an environment to do so. 

The fact that man was given God’s image, 
ultimate authority and put in a place called 
Eden,  which  means  fruitful  and  well 
watered;  how could  he  not  be  successful. 
Just look at Adam; rich,  powerful,  running 
things  and  completely  satisfied  ...  what 
happened ... It was the fall. Every time you 
see a homeless person, a crime committed, 
a hungry child or sickness and disease, it is 
a  result  of  the  fall  of  man.  When  man 
disobeyed God, his relationship was severed 
and he ultimately lost sight of his purpose 
and original intent. Man in his fallen state is 
no longer God’s image in the earth, neither 
does he have dominion or experience true 
prosperity and fulfillment. 

Along with, losing our position in God and 
the garden, we also lost our godly character 
and attributes; causing ungodly character to 
develop. This is why we struggle with issues 
of  integrity,  self  esteem,  faithfulness, 
submission and humility. 
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Greed is one of the weeds that has grown in 
the garden of disobedience, this is a major 
cause  in  people’s  financial  instability  and 
ruin. Man in his fallen state is unfulfilled and 
yet we are deceived into thinking that if we 
buy  more  and  more  stuff,  we  will  be 
satisfied (Matthew 13:22). If it is not more 
things, it is another relationship; a new man 
or  woman  which  can  lead  to  infidelity, 
divorce and children with multiple partners, 
only  leaving  one  unfulfilled  and  laden  in 
financial  misery  and  debt.  The  only  true 
solution to this vicious cycle of chasing the 
wind is the work of the cross. Jesus defeated 
sin  and  it’s  horrible  effects  by  submitting 
Himself to death which appeased the wrath 
of  God  towards  men.  Christ’s  sacrifice 
begged  God’s  pardon  and  bought  our 
salvation. When a person believes in Christ 
and receives the finished work and the new 
nature is planted in his heart, then and only 
then can he begin to live a truly fulfilled life 
of  becoming  God’s  image  in  the  earth, 
having dominion and truly baring the fruit 
of success and prosperity. This is what we 
call the work of restoration. 



BISHOP ERIC CLARK u !10

One of  the goals  of  this  book is  to share 
with  you  how  the  work  of  restoration 
includes  your  finances.  We  know  that 
because of the fall  of man, everything got 
off track. Romans 5:12-19 tells us that by 
one  man’s  disobedience,  death  effected 
everyone and by one man’s obedience, life 
is  offered  to  everyone.  This  life  includes 
having control over your finances. Let me be 
clear  that  through  Christ  our  relationship 
with God is restored and prosperity is one of 
the benefits of this relationship. We want to 
be sure that we are not more excited about 
the  benefits  than  we  are  about  the 
relationship.  Just  as  financial  support  and 
sexual  intimacy  can  be  benefits  in  a 
marriage,  the  real  relationship  should  be 
built  on  love,  trust,  communication  and 
friendship.  If  you go into  a  marriage only 
looking  for  the  benefits  and  not  giving 
attention  to  the  true  components  of  a 
relationship, the marriage will  soon end in 
divorce.  The  same  prioritizing  of  our 
relationship  with  God  rather  than  the 
benefits  of  the  relationship  must  be  in 
place. 
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Chapter 2

Balance

3 John 1:2 Beloved, I wish above all things that 
thou mayst prosper and be in health, even as 
thy soul prospers. 

In this passage the Apostle John is writing to 
Gaius,  a  young minister  flourishing in  the 
faith. In his opening statement Apostle John 
communicates his desire for Gaius to have 
prosperity and good health in proportion to 
his  spiritual  growth.  Our  walk  with  God 
should  make  us  better  people  in  the 
company  of  others.  In  addition,  our  faith 
should effect our views about good health 
and  physical  well  being.  Finally  our  faith 
should  effect  our  finances.  These  three 
areas should grow together as we mature in 
God;  our  faith  should  becoming  stronger, 
our physical  man should become healthier 
and our finances should become more solid. 
The Lord wants us to have balance. 
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I  have met people who are super spiritual. 
They  can  quote  many  scriptures  from the 
bible, they have dreams and visions, they go 
to  church  often  and  when  they  aren’t  at 
church they are watching preachers preach 
on  television  or  listening  to  them  on  the 
radio.  At the same time, those people are 
overweight, out of shape, sickly and broker 
than the  Ten Commandments.  This  is  not 
God’s  will  for  us.  Maturing  in  God  takes 
time and so does getting in  shape.  It  will 
also take time to get your money right. One 
thing  is  for  sure,  you  must  work  on  it. 
People  don’t  grow  in  their  faith  without 
purposeful  actions  toward  this  goal.  We 
know it takes much work to physically get in 
shape  and  stay  in  shape,  so  you  must 
approach getting your money right with the 
same attitude. It will take time and effort to 
accomplish your desired goals.
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Chapter 3

Putting God First in Your 
Finances

First things first ...  on the road to getting 
your money right, you must learn to honor 
God with your finances. Proverbs 3:18 tells 
us to honor the Lord with our substance and 
with the first fruits of our increase causing 
our barns to be filled with plenty and our 
presses to burst forth with new wine. Now 
many of  us  may not  have a  barn or  wine 
press,  but  we  do  have  a  place  where  our 
finances are kept; hopefully a bank account 
or an investment vehicle or at least a safe. 
This passage is conveying to us is that if we 
put  God  first  in  our  money  by  making 
tithing our first priority, then our accounts, 
investment vehicle or our safe will be filled 
with plenty and begin to overflow. 



BISHOP ERIC CLARK u !16

The  biblical  teaching  of  tithing  finds  it’s 
origin in Genesis 14:20 where Abraham, the 
father of our faith meets Melchizedek, the 
king  of  Salem and the  priest  of  the  most 
high  God.  In  this  passage,  Abraham  paid 
tithe of all that he possessed. This practice 
continued in Genesis 28:22 with Jacob who 
vowed to give a tenth of all he had and all of 
his increase to the Lord. When the law was 
given  by  Moses,  the  people  of  God  were 
commanded to bring a tenth of all that they 
harvested as well as a tenth of their cattle to 
the house of the Lord (Leviticus 27:30-32). 
The teaching said the Lord desired the first 
fruit. This was not just an offering of a tenth 
of what you had, it was an offering of the 
first  tenth.  This  principle  is  echoed 
throughout  scripture,  where  Abraham  is 
called to offer his first son in Genesis 22 or 
how in Joshua 6, Joshua was commanded to 
offer the Lord the spoils he acquired from 
Jericho, which was the first city that the Lord 
allowed Israel to conquer after they crossed 
Jordan  and  went  into  the  promise  land. 
Many  times  when  Israel  fell  into  idolatry 
because of disobedience, that disobedience 
included tithing; and restoration took place 
when the people brought again the tithe to 
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the house of God as they did in 2 Chronicles 
31 under King Hezekiah. 

In Malachi 3:8-14, the profit of God rebuked 
Israel  for  withholding  their  tithe  and 
offering. They were commanded to bring all 
their tithes to the house of God and because 
of their obedience, the Lord would open to 
them the windows of heaven and pour out 
the kind of blessings they did not have the 
capacity to receive. In Luke 11:42, even our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  affirms  that  tithing  is  a 
part of the base commitment of our faith. 

Tithing is the kingdom tax. No matter what 
club,  affiliation,  city,  state  or  country  you 
are a part of,  there are always fees, dues, 
assessments or taxes that are required for 
operating the system of which you are in. In 
Deuteronomy  26:12-13,  we  have  further 
instructions  for  the  use  of  the  tithe.  The 
main  instruction  was  to  provide  for  the 
priest  and  then  the  widow,  stranger  and 
fatherless.  Malachi  3:10  says  to  bring  the 
tithe  to  the  church  so  that  the  priest  will 
have something to eat,  the terminology is 
used in the scriptures is ‘that there maybe 
meat in my house.’
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Tithing  is  about  respect,  I  love  the  old 
Godfather  movies,  which  often  portrayed 
the importance of honor. In those movies, 
there  was  always  a  scene  portraying  the 
discovery  of  an  underboss  making  money 
and  not  honoring  the  godfather  with  a 
portion  of  the  profits.  Many  times  the 
underboss would lose his position, have his 
profits taken away or at worst he would be 
taken out. In the end, the godfather would 
always  say,  it’s  not  about  the  money;  it’s 
about the respect. The godfather would feel 
this  way  because  he  was  responsible  for 
empowering the underboss and putting him 
in position to make any profits.  Tithing is 
not about the money, it’s about the respect; 
because in God we live, move and have our 
being. That is to say that God is responsible 
for positioning us to make any profits and 
we should honor him with not only a tenth 
but with the first tenth. 

The  tithe  is  a  discipline.  The  concept  of 
tithing is new for some and very challenging 
to  others.  It  will  take  discipline  and  a 
retraining  of  your  way  of  thinking  to 
embrace and sustain this practice. Most of 
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what  we  do  as  Christians  is  a  learned 
behavior.  One  must  be  trained  to  attend 
church  regularly,  pray,  read  their  bible, 
avoid temptation and even tithe.

The tithe says thank you. In Luke, 17:11-19, 
we  find  the  story  of  ten  lepers  who  are 
healed by Christ. When one of them noticed 
that  he  had  been  healed,  he  returned  to 
Christ to say thank you. The powerful truth 
in this is that one-tenth is returned to God 
and  it  says  thank  you.  One  of  the  worst 
things  is  to  be  blessed  and  not  grateful. 
Most  mothers  teach  their  children  to 
respond  by  saying  thank  you  when 
something is given to them. This is exactly 
what  the  tithe  says  to  the  Lord  as  we 
faithfully bring it to the church.

One thing I like about God, is that He never 
asks us to do what He is not willing to do 
Himself. If we are asked to forgive, He has 
been our example. If we are asked to love, 
the  Lord  has  led  the  way.  Whether  it  is 
sacrificing,  giving,  praying  or  serving,  the 
Lord has done it first. This is also true when 
it  comes to tithing. A further study of the 
tithe  reveals  that  it  is  your  first  and your 
best. Let me share with you that even God 
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paid tithes and He is our example. God so 
loved the world that He gave His first and 
His best.  When God gave His son, He was 
paying His tithe.  It  is  noteworthy that you 
reap what you so and because the Lord gave 
His son, He has reaped many sons because 
now are we the sons of God (1 John 3:2). 
Tithing has to do with giving of your money 
and just like the Lord multiplied His sons by 
giving  His  only  begotten  son,  we  set 
ourselves  up  to  multiply  our  finances  by 
paying our tithes.

Finally the tithe was called holy. There aren’t 
many things in the scriptures that are called 
holy but the tithe is one of them. The Lord 
revealed Himself  as  a  holy  God.  The term 
holy  means  to  be  uniquely  different  from 
anything else. Something that isn't common 
or plentiful. After the priests were sanctified 
they were called holy. The scriptures tell us 
that  the  temple,  the  alter,  the  priest  and 
their  garments,  the  anointing  oil  and  the 
name  of  the  Lord  were  all  holy.  It’s 
Interesting  that  the  tithe  was  also 
considered  holy  in  Leviticus  27:30.  It  was 
not something that was to be treated lightly 
or common rather it was to be treated with 
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reverence  and  respect.  Tithing  should  be 
taken  seriously  and  viewed  as  a  holy 
offering unto the Lord.

The tithe was to be brought to the church. 
These  instructions  are  found in  Nehemiah 
10:38,  2  Chronicles  24:6  and  Malachi 
3:6-12.  This  is  important  to  remember 
because there are people  who think that if 
they  use  the  tithe  to  purchase  a  bible  or 
some other religious necessity, it has served 
a  spiritual  purpose,  but  that’s  not  the 
instructions we are given. The house of the 
Lord is where the tithe should be given. This 
should  be  done  regularly  according  to  2 
Chronicles 31:11 and 1 Corinthians 16:2. 
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Chapter 4

Making Good Money

1. Not  all  money  is  good  money.  Money 
made through illegal means is not good 
money. Proverbs 22:10 says the blessing 
of the Lord makes you rich and adds no 
sorrow  to  it.  When  you  are  making 
money and the process by which you do 
it  puts  your  freedom  or  your  life  in 
jeopardy,  this  is  not  good money.  One 
must  consider  how  much  his  life  or 
freedom  is  worth.  I  can’t  think  of  any 
amount that is worth going to jail for and 
being disconnected from my family and 
friends,  having  a  felony  on  my  record 
that limits my employment opportunities 
or  having  my  life  cut  short  and  never 
fulfilling my purpose. The thought of not  
seeing  my  children  or  grandchildren 
grow and forfeiting the many blessings 
that were preordained for me is just not 
worth the money.



BISHOP ERIC CLARK u !24

2. Making money by being overworked and 
underpaid is not good money. A person 
that  is  overworked  is  working  so  many 
hours  that  they  don’t  have  the  time  to 
enjoy  their  life.  Too  much  time  spent 
away from your family and the activities 
that  you enjoy makes a person become 
bitter and cynical about their job. It is not 
good to wake up and hate going to work 
or to see your job as a prison that limits 
you. What makes this process even worse 
is when your pay doesn’t reflect the work 
that  you  have  done.  It  is  true  that 
something is better than nothing; but at 
some point in life, you should value your 
time  differently.  Your  education, 
experience  and  when  you  have  gifts, 
skills  and  creativity  that  greatly 
contribute  to  capital  gain,  you  should 
demand  more  for  your  time.  There  are 
those  who  do  heavy  lifting  and  other 
strenuous labor in an unsafe or unhealthy 
environment,  over  time  they  ruin  their 
back, neck or create discomfort in other 
joints and muscles. I recently discovered 
that  firefighters  have  a  higher  risk  for 
developing  cancer  due  to  the  toxic 
environment that a fire creates. There are 
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other  jobs  that  are  hazardous  to  your 
health;  jobs  dealing  with  infectious 
diseases, toxins and pollutions that affect 
your respiratory system and create wear 
and tear on your body. Making a living on 
jobs that will ultimately shorten your life 
or rob you of your health is not a good 
way to make money. 

3. The money that’s made through high risk 
ventures  is  not  good  money.  Some  of 
these  ventures  can  include  real  estate, 
the  stock  market,  starting  a  business, 
gambling and doing business of any kind 
that  you’re  not  familiar  with.  Now I  am 
not  saying  that  the  aforementioned  are 
not good ways to make money; but I am 
saying  that  when  you  go  into  these 
opportunities  you  should  not  risk  what 
can ruin you, trying to make a profit. I am 
a  free-spirited  person.  I  would  not  be 
satisfied  working  in  a  system  trading 
dollars for hours of service because the 
only way to make a lot of money in this 
system  is  to  work  a  lot  of  hours. 
However, the good thing about a system 
like this is, your money is guaranteed. As 
long as you are working for a reputable 
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company  after  the  taxes  and  other 
withholdings  are  taken  out,  you  can 
calculate  what  will  be  your  bottom line 
based on the number of hours you have 
worked. I am not really cut out for that, I 
like  to  be  in  a  system  where  the 
possibilities  are  greater,  the  only  thing 
about  the  world  of  investments  is  that 
your  money  is  never  guaranteed  and 
there are many variables that can effect 
the  outcome  of  the  deal  ultimately 
changing your bottom line profit.  When 
you  go  into  a  deal  that  can  potentially 
make  a  lot  of  money  but  requires  a 
significant  amount  upfront,  with  no 
guarantee of profit or reimbursement of 
the  seed  money,  this  would  be 
considered  a  high  risk  investment.  You 
may  not  realize  a  profit  and  you  could 
lose  your  initial  investment.  This  would 
not  be  considered  making  good  money 
because the risk is too high. 

4. Money  made  in  ways  that  conflict  with 
your  moral  values  is  not  good  money. 
There  are  people  who  prostitute  their 
beauty, gifts and abilities to make money 
doing things that they don’t agree with. 
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Money made from stripping, performing 
sexual  favors  or  degrading  acts  is  not 
good money because it robs you of your 
sense  of  value  and  character.  At  times, 
making  money  in  these  ways  can  help 
you through financial  hard times but  in 
the long run it  can mar your name and 
reputation;  after  all  people  do  have  a 
tendency to remember you in the worse 
light. Then there is the worker employed 
by  a  company doing great  harm to  the 
environment while making a profit. Finally 
there are those who work a job and make 
a  lot   of  money  doing  something  they 
hate. These people will never be fulfilled 
by pursuing their true dreams because of 
the great pay they make doing what they 
despise. This is not good money.

Good money is money from fair exchange, 
whether  it  is  dollars  for  hours  of  services 
rendered, merchandise sold or an equitable 
return on a well calculated investment. Good 
money lets you sleep at night, it feeds into 
your happiness and allows you to hold your 
head up high.  Good money is  money that 
comes from a system that God implemented 
in Genesis 8:22.  This verse speaks of the 
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process  of  seed,  time  and  harvest.  This 
order  never  changes.  Planting  seed  which 
speaks  to  us  of  hard  work,  always  comes 
before harvest or realizing a profit but time 
is  constantly  squeezed  in  between  the 
sowing and reaping.
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Chapter 5

Stewardship

Now that  we are making good money,  we 
must learn how to manage it. The subject of 
money  management  is  covered  under  the 
biblical  teachings  of  stewardship.  1 
Corinthians  4:2  gives  us  the  key 
characteristic of a good steward which is his 
faithfulness.  This  faithfulness  certainly 
covers  the  subject  of  integrity  but  also 
covers consistency. The scriptures mention 
the  wise  steward  (Luke  12:42)  and  the 
unjust  steward  (Luke  16:8).  The  wise 
steward  is  characterized  by  his  diligence 
and his  work ethic.  The unjust  steward is 
characterized by his dishonesty and lack of 
diligence. To manage your money wisely, we 
can conclude that you must be consistent, 
vigilant and always on top of your financial 
affairs.  A good manager knows how much 
money has been made, is being made and 
can even project what will  be made in the 
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future. Just as important,  a good manager 
knows how much money has been spent, is 
being spent and what will  be spent in the 
future.  The  tricky  part  is  balancing  the 
profits and the expenditures. I like to say it 
this  way  ...  If  your  output  is  greater  than 
your intake then your upkeep becomes your 
downfall.

To  have  success  as  a  manager  of  your 
money,  some people will  need a complete 
financial  makeover  and  a  new  mindset 
concerning spending, saving and investing. 
The  foundation  for  a  new mindset  begins 
with  determining  how  much  money  you 
make. You have a number; I have a number; 
everyone has a number and those numbers 
don’t lie. As one writer put it, numbers are 
the  closest  thing  to  the  voice  of  God 
because they don’t change and they always 
communicate accurate information.  So you 
must  determine  what  your  number  is, 
whether it is weekly, monthly or yearly. You 
should  add the  income from every  source 
and  when  that  amount  is  determined  a 
budget needs to be created. Now the idea of 
a  budget  introduces  this  thing  we  call 
‘limits’ and limits are like lines that you do 
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not  cross,  otherwise  there  is  no  sense  in 
having a budget. It’s like my wife, I send her 
to the store with a $100 budget and without 
fail, she exceeds the limit and spends more 
than  the  budget.  This  becomes  very 
frustrating to me because I have the job of 
management.  A  budget  should  be  created 
for  housing,  transportation,  food,  clothes, 
entertainment,  saving  and  investing.  Your 
housing is  where you live;  how much you 
spend on rent  or  a  mortgage.  Ideally  this 
amount  would  be  35%  or  less  of  your 
income. Then there is transportation. What 
can you afford to drive? Unless you buy it 
outright,  you  must  consider  the  monthly 
payment, the insurance, gas and mandatory 
maintenance.  We  have  to  eat  to  live  but 
some people live to eat; and boy do the eat. 
The successful manager figures the cost of 
monthly  groceries,  restaurants  and  the 
occasional ice cream, pizza or other treats 
that  we desire.  Now here comes the bills. 
Utilities must be paid, credit cards and any 
other  revolving  accounts  must  be 
maintained; hopefully this also covers your 
clothing  allowance  and  dry-cleaning 
expenses.  Entertainment  will  cover  things 
like movies, concerts, casinos and sporting 
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events,  etc.   We  need  to  have  a  savings 
account  that  is  continually  growing  and  a 
different  account  for  the  purpose  of 
investing.  Again  the  key  to  making  this 
budget work is setting limitations and not 
exceeding  them.  This  will  take  extreme 
discipline. The new mindset says, when we 
have reached our budget limit for shopping, 
we cannot continue to shop. When the limit 
is  reached  in  any  area,  a  good  manager 
submits himself to the budget. 

Proverbs  27:23  tells  us  to  be  diligent  to 
know the state of our flock. This verbiage 
concerns shepherding a herd of sheep. To a 
shepherd, the sheep represent his finances. 
So,  if  we  are  going  to  take  this  scripture 
about applying diligence to know the state 
of  our  finances,  we  must  constantly  be 
aware of the answers to questions like: How 
much  do  I  make,  spend,  save,  invest  and 
certainly how much am I wasting. Here are 
some other questions that you may want to 
ponder: What kind of interest rate do I have 
on my home, car, credit cards? What is my 
credit score and what can I do to improve it? 
Speaking with a financial advisor will always 
be  helpful  to  your  retirement  and  your 
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overall plan. Developing a new attitude and 
strategy  for  shopping  often  proves  to  be 
helpful  in  managing  your  finances. 
Shopping  for  discounts,  using  coupons, 
joining  loyalty  programs  and  taking 
advantage  of  the  different  incentives  that 
are offered by retailers can save you 70% or 
more. I know you are thinking, who wants to 
go through the headache of keeping up with 
all of this stuff; my answer to you is ‘a wise 
steward.’

 

  



GET YOUR MONEY RIGHT u !35



BISHOP ERIC CLARK u !36

Chapter 6

A New Value System

I challenge you to create a new value system 
where  you  determine  what  is  really 
important to you. 

1. In Mark 10:21, we have the story of the 
rich  young  ruler  who  came  to  Christ 
asking what he needed to do to inherit 
eternal  life.  Christ  asked him if  he  had 
kept the commandments, the young man 
responded “yes”. Christ told him the only 
other thing he needed to do was to sell 
what  he  had and give  the  profit  to  the 
poor;  then  he  would  have  treasure  in 
heaven.  In  this  conversation,  Christ  was 
challenging the man’s  value system.  He 
was pointing out to the young man that if 
eternal life was really important to him, 
materialistic  things  could  not  be.  The 
young  man  went  away  sad  because  he 
had  many  possessions  and  was  not 
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willing  to  part  with  them.  Christ  then 
makes the statement  that  it  is  hard for 
those  who  have  a  high  value  for 
materialistic  things  to  enter  into  the 
kingdom of God. This passage does not 
suggest  that  only  the  poor  will  go  to 
heaven; rather it suggest that we should 
value spiritual things over natural things. 

2. Luke  19:1-10,  tells  the  story  of 
Zacchaeus; a tax collector who was often 
accused  of  stealing  from  the  people. 
Zacchaeus had an encounter with Christ 
and  received  salvation.  As  a  result  he 
declared his desire to restore four times 
the  money that  he  had stolen and give 
half of his goods to the poor. It is obvious 
that he received a new value system once 
his life was committed to Christ. 

3. Matthew 6:20-33 tells us that where our 
treasure is, our heart will  be there also. 
This  tells  us  that  the  heart  can  be 
manipulated  by  where  we  direct  our 
money. Simply put our heart follows our 
money.  If  you  show  me  a  person  who 
spends  a  lot  of  money  on  their  house, 
car, spouse or children; I will show you a 
person  who  loves  those  things  very 
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dearly. We must seek first the kingdom of 
God and these other things will be added 
to us. The new value system teaches us to 
lay up treasure in heaven or to invest in 
things that are eternal and can’t be stolen 
or  worn  out.  This  includes  things  like 
character  building,  having  strong 
relationships,  helping  the  needy  and 
supporting the work of ministry. 

4. In  Luke  16:8-12  Christ  makes  four 
valuable  statements  about  our 
relationship with money. First He tells us 
to  make  friends  with  those  who  have 
money or influence. We have learned that 
our connections effect our direction and 
the  right  relationships  create 
opportunities  and  offer  a  wealth  of 
knowledge and influence. Therefore if we 
have the opportunity to meet and fester a 
relationship  with  someone  who  has 
influence  and  wealth  we  should  do  it 
without  reservation.  Secondly,  Christ 
teaches us that when we are faithful with 
a little we will also be faithful with much, 
moreover just the opposite is true, when 
we are unjust with little we will be unjust 
with  much.  People  who  think  they  will 
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miraculously  change  their  method  of 
managing money when they get more of 
it  are  mistaken.  If  you  live  above  your 
means while you have a little, you would 
live above your means if you have a lot. If 
you don’t save while you have a little, you 
won’t  save  if  you  have  a  lot.  Thirdly, 
Christ teaches us that money becomes a 
gauge  for  determining  our  ability  to 
handle  true  riches  or  spiritual  things, 
most importantly the souls of men. The 
idea  is  if  we  don’t  manage  what  is 
important to us, we won’t manage what is 
important to Him. Finally, Christ teaches 
us  that  if  we  are  faithful  over  what 
belongs  to  someone  else,  He  gives  us 
that which is our own. It is the principle 
of credit, when you have a mortgage the 
bank  owns  the  house,  but  if  you  are 
faithful and diligent in your payments the 
house eventually becomes yours. 

Luke  16  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
chapters  in  the  bible  to  study  about  our 
finances. It begins with a story of an unjust 
steward who steals money from his boss but 
manipulates  a  system  to  cover  his  deeds 
and  retains  his  employment.  You  would 
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think the point Christ makes here would be 
thou shalt not steal, but to our surprise He 
commends  the  unjust  steward  for 
understanding  the  system  of  finance  and 
manipulating  it  to  his  advantage.  Christ 
makes  a  statement  that  unbelievers  are 
many  times  smarter  than  those  who  are 
spiritual  because  they  understand  the 
systems  that  govern  finances.  Remember 
the  scriptures  exhort  us  to  be  wise  as 
serpents  and  harmless  as  doves  (Matthew 
10:16).
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Chapter 7

10 Things To Help You Get 
Your Money Right

1. Sow in Famine
Genesis  26:12,  tells  us  of  Isaac  who 
sowed in a famine and received 100 fold 
in  the  same  year.  My  observation  is  if 
what you have is not your harvest, it just 
might be your seed. Sometimes you are 
left with a little and if what you have is 
not enough, you should consider sowing 
it and giving the Lord a chance to grow it. 

2. Trust in the Lord
Deuteronomy  18  tells  us  to  remember 
that God who gives us the power to get 
wealth.  David  put  it  this  way  in  Psalm 
20:7, some trust in chariots and some in 
horses but we will remember the name of 
the Lord. Or one of my personal favorites 
Proverbs 3:5, which tells us to trust in the 
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Lord with all  of  our  heart  and lean not 
unto  our  own understanding,  in  all  our 
ways acknowledge Him and He will direct 
our  path.  These  verses  tell  us  to  work 
hard,  make a lot  of money, save it  and 
manage it correctly but to keep our trust 
in the Lord because He is  the one who 
enables us to prosper. 

3. Serve Your way to Success
Genesis 41 tells us that Joseph’s dream 
came to fruition by unlocking Pharaoh's 
dream.  The  Lord  has  a  unique  way  of 
doing for you what you do for others and 
serving has always been the surest way to 
success. 

4. Divine Debt Cancellation
Exodus  14:27  tells  us  the  story  of 
Pharaoh’s army being drowned in the Red 
Sea. God still has the power to deal with 
the enemy called debt. Considering your 
faith and obedience mixed with His favor 
and grace,  God will  miraculously  cancel 
debts and assist you with obligations that 
are beyond your capacity. 
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5. Pay Your Tithes
Joshua  7:24  tells  us  of  a  man  named 
Achan who disobeyed God and took the 
spoils  of  Jericho  which  represented  the 
tithe. This caused him and his family to 
experience God’s judgement in the Valley 
of Achor which means trouble. Don’t rob 
God, pay your tithes. Honor the Lord and 
He will honor you. 

6. Bless the Servant of God
2 Kings 4:10 tells us that God will bless 
us  when  we  bless  His  servants.  The 
woman in this chapter added a room onto 
her  house  to  make  things  more 
comfortable  for  God’s  prophet  when he 
traveled to her city and as a result, she 
receive the blessing of a son as well as a 
miracle of healing and provision  (2 Kings 
8). In 1 Kings 17 a different widow gives 
her last meal to a prophet and received a 
miracle of divine provision as a result. 2 
Chronicles  20:20  tells  us  that  if  we 
believe  His  prophets  we  will  prosper. 
Matthew 10:41 tells us that if we honor a 
prophet with something as small as a cup 
of  water,  we  will  receive  the  reward  of 
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prophesy  fulfilled.  Throughout  the 
scriptures we have countless examples of 
blessing and favor that come upon those 
who were willing to sow into the life of a 
servant of God. 

7. Pray for Prosperity
Psalm  118:  25  tells  us  to  pray  for 
prosperity. The scriptures tell us that we 
have not because we ask not (James 4:2). 
Matthew  7:7  says  ask  and  it  shall  be 
given, seek and you will find, knock and 
the door will be opened. John 15:7 says 
that  if  you  abide  in  me  and  my  words 
abide in  you,  you can ask for  whatever 
you need and I will provide. Listen, many 
times  the  reason  that  you  don’t  have 
what  you  need  is  because  you  simply 
haven’t  prayed  about  it  and  petitioned 
the Lord. I  believe that you should pray 
about  everything.  Many  times  when  we 
are in need we ask everyone but the Lord. 
You  need  to  know  that  it  is  God’s 
pleasure to give you the kingdom (Luke 
12:32) and that the Lord takes pleasure 
in the prosperity of His servants (Psalms 
35:27).  Remember  the  Lord  wants  to 
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show  His  glory  through  providing  for 
those who love His name (Psalm 69:36).

8. Wisdom Brings Riches
Proverbs 3:13 tells us that wisdom brings 
riches. If you desire to be wealthy or have 
an increase in your money, seek wisdom. 
Not  only  will  operating  in  wisdom give 
you long life, a good marriage, children 
that  you  can  be  proud  of  and  a  great 
name, but walking in the wisdom of God 
will bring you honor and an abundance of 
possessions. 

9. Be a Liberal Giver
Luke 6:38 tells us to give and it will be 
given to us good measure, pressed down, 
shaken  together  and  running  over  will 
men give to us. Now you can’t beat that. 
The  word  clearly  teaches  us  that  God 
loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
and when you give, it will come back to 
you in a greater measure. The Lord won’t 
be mocked, whatever a man sow, he will 
always reap. Whatever you need you must 
learn  to  give.  Whether  it’s  forgiveness, 
love, friendship or finances, if you give it, 
it’s going to come back to you later and 
greater.  Don’t  be  stingy  and  tight  with 
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your money because the liberal soul shall 
be made fat (Proverbs 11:25).

10. Hard Work
Joshua 5:12 tells us that God cut off the 
manna for Israel.  As they went into the 
promise  land  they  would  no  longer  get 
bread from heaven, but they would have 
to work the ground, sow their seed and 
manage their harvest. The new system for 
the promise land brought increase based 
on  their  hard  work,  patience  and 
management.  Don’t  be  lazy  or  slothful, 
get your money right and do it through 
hard work. At times you will have to burn 
the midnight oil and go farther than you 
thought you could but in the end you will 
be happy with your harvest if you don’t 
faint  (Galatians  6:9).  Remember  when 
God  placed  Adam  in  the  garden,  His 
original plan was for mankind to eat the 
fruit and not the seed. There will always 
be a part of your harvest that should be 
replanted so that you can have a harvest 
in the next season. So when harvest time 
comes, don’t eat the fruit and the seed or 
you will be left with nothing to replant for 
your future. 
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Chapter 8

One Million Dollars

As I  conclude, let me ask you what would 
you  do  with  $1  million?  The  response  I 
usually get to this question is: I’m going to 
pay  my  tithes,  buy  a  house,  car,  new 
wardrobe and pay off my bills. Paying your 
tithes is a great idea but if  you don’t pay 
tithes on $100, you won’t pay on $1 million. 
Buying a house could also be a good idea if 
you  make  enough  money  to  maintain  it. 
There are a lot of people who come into a 
large  sum of  money  and  buy  houses  but 
only  to  discover  the  large  property  taxes, 
utilities  and  custodial  maintenance  that 
come  with  maintaining  the  house.  This  is 
why some people inherit a house after the 
death of a loved one and within a year they 
lose the house. Even though it is paid for in 
full,  they  were  not  making  enough  to 
sustain it. Then there is the car which is a 
depreciating asset, meaning it is worth less 
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the  moment  you  drive  it  off  the  lot  and 
continually  depreciates with each mile you 
drive.  If  the  new  car  is  a  luxury  car  or 
upgrade  from  the  vehicle  that  you  were 
driving before the million dollars,  you will 
discover  that  the  maintenance  costs  are 
more  expensive  with  the  new  car.  I  can 
continue to be antagonistic in this train of 
thought but the point that I am making is 
that a one time infusion of a large sum of 
money will be spent very quickly if it is used 
to  upgrade  ones  lifestyle  without 
considering the increased expenditures that 
come with  the  upgrades.  In  this  scenario, 
people spend money only to put themselves 
in a position where they must spend more 
money and ultimately  they  go broke.  This 
vicious cycle can happen to lottery winners, 
professional athletes, beneficiaries of large 
estates or those who win large lawsuits. 

Having a lot of money does not make you 
smart;  in  fact  it  can amplify  how ignorant 
you  really  are.  I  have  read  many  stories 
about  people  coming  into  large  sums  of 
money and spending it unwisely. I  can tell 
after  reading  a  few lines  that  it  is  only  a 
matter of time before they will be broke or 
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in bankruptcy. Most people buy what I like 
to call ‘Money Monsters’ or things that eat 
up your money. These things cost money to 
buy  and  to  maintain  them  you  must 
continue to spend money on them. Things 
like airplanes, boats, expensive automobiles 
and  luxury  properties.  Even  buying  or 
starting  a  business  that  doesn’t  generate 
profit can be a Money Monster. 

In the above response, there is no strategy 
for the monies to grow. Many times spend, 
spend,  spend  dominates  the  mindset  of 
those who come into large sums of money. 
There  must  be  a  plan to  save  and invest. 
Paying  off  bills  is  a  good  thing,  as  the 
scriptures tell  us to owe no man anything 
but to love him (Romans 13:8).  Paying off 
bills  kills  the  cycle  of  spending  money  to 
spend  money  because  you  resolve  the 
principle  and  no  longer  have  to  pay  the 
interest.  When  you  invest,  the  interest  is 
paid to you. Hey, just ask your self do you 
want  to  pay  out  money  every  month  for 
using someone else’s money or do you want 
someone  else  to  pay  you  interest  each 
month for using your money. It is obvious 
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that we would all rather be the lender and 
not the borrower. 

Let  me  tell  you  what  I  would  do  with  a 
million dollars ... Yes, I would pay tithes on 
it.  Then  I  would  get  professional  advice 
concerning  investing  and  saving  so  that  I 
don’t kill the goose that laid the golden egg. 
In case you don’t know it money is a money 
magnet. It takes money to make money and 
if you do the right thing with money it will 
grow  and  grow  and  grow.  Spend,  spend, 
spend would not be my dominating thought. 
Now I would pay off most of, if not all of my 
debt  and I  say  most  of  because  debt  can 
serve the purpose of improving your credit 
score. With a million dollars, ideally I would 
not  spend  more  than  30%  of  it.  At  least 
$700,000 would be invested or saved and in 
a few years could double or even triple in 
value. Once that happens, I would consider 
spending $1 million. 

Remember this kind of thinking should not 
begin once we receive the million dollars, it 
must  begin right  here and right  now with 
what we have. We should always pay tithes, 
pay  our  bills  and  consider  a  strategy  of 
investment  and  savings  that  will  one  day 
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produce  the  type  of  interest  that  will 
warrant an upgrade of our lifestyle. 

It  is  true  that  if  you  make  money  and 
manage it properly, it will multiply. It is also 
true that  if  you honor God,  He will  honor 
you. Giving your life to Christ is the most 
important thing you can do and the benefit 
of that will be eternal life. Yet in addition to 
eternal  life  you  can  also  receive  the 
restoration of God’s original intent for man; 
which is to be His image in the earth, to be 
fruitful and multiply and to have dominion. 
So I say to you as Apostle John said to Gaius 
my desire is to see you prosper and be in 
good health even as your soul prospers. Go 
and Get Your Money Right!
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